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Research is critical to most novels. From scouting settings, character background, culture, time 
(year or century), etc.   
 
Research is a tool.  It adds richness, depth, and reality to a novel if it is used correctly.  
 
 
 
  
  
However, if it is used incorrectly it will kill the narrative drive, action, tension, suspense, etc.: 
 
 
  
 
Common Mistakes with Research- 
 
 
 
  
So, how do you know how much research to put into your novel?   
 
  
 
 
 -Use research to move the story forward, create tension and drive conflict. 
 
Diana Gabaldon-the author of “Outlander” is a master of this. 

She uses research to foreshadow, which also drives conflict and tension.  In her case 
much of her research literally pushes the entire story forward. Whenever you can use 
your research to do more than one thing at a time you are writing gold. 

 
 
Examples- 


