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When you put time and money into attending a writer’s conference, you want to get the most out of 

that investment. The following tips will help you learn as much as possible at the conference and 

implement what you learn when you get back home. 

 

1. Determine what you most need or want to learn. Then review the conference schedule. 

Choose tracks or classes that help you learn those things. 

2. Clarify what goals you want to meet while at the conference. What results do you want to have 

achieved when the event ends? Create a conference plan and schedule that helps you achieve 

those goals. 

3. Take great notes during sessions (or purchase recordings). Review your notes at the end of the 

conference and every day for a week afterward. Then review them once per week for three 

months. After that, review them once per month for six months. 

4. Create post-conference action plans. Do this every evening during the conference when what 

you have learned is fresh in your mind. Then put these action items on your calendar; include 

deadlines. Take action every day—do 3-5 things daily that move your toward your goals. (Add to 

your action plan as you review your notes.) 

5. Ask questions in sessions. Be brave and know that someone else wants to hear the answer you 

seek. No question is too silly or uninformed. 

6. Network. Speak with attendees as well as agents and editors. You never know who might turn 

out to be the connection you needed to make. 

7. Know that agents want to say “yes.” They are people—specifically people looking for the next 

great book to publish. They hope your idea will become that book and that they can help get it 

published. 

8. Relax—especially about pitching to agents. Don’t stress about being perfect or knowing 

enough. The agents know you are nervous. They just want to hear your idea and see your 

passion for turning it into a book. Keep in mind that what you want—besides a contract with an 

agent—is feedback on your idea. 

9. It’s all about opportunities. The conference is a treasure trove of opportunities. Take advantage 

of as many of them as possible. 

10. Have fun! It’s easy to feel overwhelmed, nervous, and like an imposter at a huge writing 

conference. Set out on day one with the intention of having fun. You’ll learn more that way and 

get more out of the experience. 

 

 
Nina Amir, the Inspiration to Creation Coach, is an 14X Amazon bestselling hybrid author of such books as How to 
Blog a Book, The Author Training Manual, and Creative Visualization for Writers. She also is a Blog, Book, and Author 

Coach, and one of 700 elite Certified High Performance Coaches world-wide—the only one working with writers. 

Additionally, she founded the Nonfiction Writers’ University and the Nonfiction Writers’ University Masters, the 

Write Nonfiction in November Challenge and created a proprietary Author Training curriculum and Author Career 

Planning program. She helps writers fulfill their purpose and potential by showing them how to Achieve More 

Inspired Results.  

 

Find out more at ninaamir.com, or visit writenonfictionnow.com, howtoblogabook.com, or booksbyninaamir.com. 


