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Take Home Points: 
 
Domestic Suspense Defined 
 
Domestic Suspense is a marriage of a domestic setting that readers can relate to with compelling 
suspense.  It typically features a female protagonist, is written by a female author, and targets a 
predominantly female audience. 
 
Domestic Suspense vs. Women’s Fiction 
 
Similarities: 
The primary conflict is between the character and herself. It’s about what’s going on in her head. 
 
Differences: 
Women’s Fiction:  
The protagonist’s inner journey and the change she makes drives the story. 
 
Domestic Suspense: 
The story is driven through a combination of the protagonist’s inner journey and what’s 
happening outside of her that needs to be resolved. 
 
Key Aspects to Plotting a Domestic Suspense 

1. Familiar setting that’s relatable to readers. 
2. Conflict arises from familiar situation that is relatable to readers. 
3. The “What If?” is extraordinary. 
4. Narrator can be unreliable, but it’s not necessary. 
5. Twists. Plot some, but let others happen organically. 
6. Push the envelope. Get out of your own comfort zone while writing. 
7. Push your character. Flip her life upside down. 
8. Time Constraints. Give them to your protagonist. 
9. Make your character real and relatable with genuine flaws. 
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