Scene Checklist

A scene is defined as one action in one time and place. But what is a scene made of? How does it
work? It’s a mini-story. It needs to fit into and further the overall development of your
protagonist and it needs to be a good mini-story.

--Where does your scene fit within the protagonist’s development? How does it further that
development?

--Does your scene begin not with an explanation or exposition but with action?

--Do you have at least three sensory elements to draw in your reader and help the reader
experience it?

--Have you established a specific time and place through sensory details?

--Have you stayed in one character’s point of view?

--Is there a balance between action and interior/emotion?

--If it’s a tense scene, is there mostly action? (and not too much interior?)

--Is there a beginning, middle, and end?

--What did your character expect when he/she entered this scene? What was his/her goal?
--How was this goal/desire met? How wasn’t it met?

--Does your scene leave the reader with a question? What conflict still remains so it builds to a
new scene?

--If you’ve used dialogue, does the dialogue do more than state facts and give information?



