
Expect	Your	Novel	Writing	to	Change	You!		Radically.	
....	 and	for	the	good				
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	 	 	   When we write, we are changed. 
	
-We're	changed	from	the	moment	we	decide	to	write.	Changed	from	the	early	notes	
on	napkins.	Changed	when	we	find	a	way	to	organize	ourselves	and	our	work.	
	
-We're	changed	when	we	have	the	courage	to	seek	rigorous	feedback,	not	just	moral	
support.		Changed	when	feedback	is	unexpected	but	feels	exactly	right!	
	
-We're	changed	when	we	have	a	rough	draft	and	then	we	have	an	amazing	draft	15.	
	
-We're	changed	by	reviews,	whether	from	readers	or	The	Atlantic,	The	Boston	Globe.	
Changed	when	we	give	readings,	whether	at	universities	or	in	the	homes	of	friends.		
	
-We	look	back	and	see	that	we're	different	than	when	we	started.	We've	made	
something	authentic,	truthful,	beautiful.		And	in	making	it,	we've	become	more	
ourselves.		We	ourselves	are	more	authentic,	more	truthful	and	more	beautiful.		
	
“…At the first meeting, I knew that it was going to be an extraordinary experience, 
one that I would never have again. Mary Rakow imparts to her students a rare view 
of the world and the sacredness of language in it. She sets a level of excellence, in 
both life and writing, that is extraordinary.” —Dianne R. 
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