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WRITING FOR CHILDREN

       Penny Warner - www.pennywarner.com       
Four Elements:
· Will the CHARACTER . . .be able to ACHIEVE HIS GOAL . . .
        despite OBSTACLES . . . and learn something (THEME)

Character
· Realistic - no stereotypes

· Ethnic diversity

· Flawed but likable

· Solves own problem

· Make an emotional connection 
Character Checklist

· Age – Slightly older than age group

· Name – something contemporary

· Physical characteristics – unique

· Bedroom – what’s special about it

· Family situation – siblings, pets

· Strengths and weaknesses

· Hobbies and interests

Gender Differences

· Girls – friends, family, siblings, pets, arts, sports, school

· Boys – sports, science, gross-out, school, bullies

Plot

· Intriguing and fast-paced – conflict, cliffhangers

· Beginning

Start with hook – Introduce the problem immediately



Protagonist has choices, takes steps, Starts a chain reaction



Discovers something new that turns the plot around

· Middle

Problem gets worse, Protagonist struggles

Up the tension and stakes, Protagonist in jeopardy 



Stronger motive to solve the problem

· Ending

Problems become even worse



Get out of problem using own skills



Final twist for surprise ending

Setting

· Use all the senses – see, hear, smell, feel (touch), taste

· Keep description minimal, use familiar settings
Series

· Reliable, familiar, similar, collectible, nice price

Writing Style

· Keep it moving – lots of action

· Include humor; light-hearted voice

· Intimate perspective

· Write clearly and simply

Avoid

· Backstory; boring beginnings; sagging middles; weak endings; coincidences; too many characters; subplots; clichés

