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	 			Welcome to SFWC 2019!! !  
	 	 	 Mary	Rakow,	Ph.D.	
	 																				 	 	

	 	 	 Here's	a	list	of	questions	you	can	ask	me	as	your	editor.			
	

	 They	come,	in	part,	from	my	work	with	a	wonderful	SFWC	writer	in	2016.	You	can	tailor	

the	questions	to	your	book.	Let	them	help	you	discover	your	own	concerns.	These	work	
for	any	genre	(novel,	memoir,	thriller,	YA,	biography).	They	work	for	a	complete	

manuscript	or	partial,	a	rough	draft	or	polished.	Write	your	own	questions	in	the	spaces	

below.	Then	come	see	me	for	a	free	8	min	consult!	Let's	make	2019	an	outstanding	year	of	

your	book!	
	

	 20%	discount	for	SFWC	attendees			 	 	

	

1.	 Overall:	

1.1	 What	are	some	of	the	biggest	strengths	of	the	book?	

1.2	 What	are	some	of	the	biggest	weaknesses	of	the	book?	

1.3	 Did	the	book	remind	you	of	anything	you’ve	read	or	seen?	

	

	

2.	 Priorities	to	me:		

2.1	 My	main	concern	about	the	book	is	.....?	

2.2	 How	does	it	work	when	I	.......?	

2.3	 How	did	you	feel	about	the	...	woven	in?	

2.4	 In	terms	of	frequency	and	intensity,	are	there	too	many	love/fight/etc.	scenes?		

2.5	 ___________is	an	important	theme.		Does	it	appear	too	much	or	too	little?		

2.6	 How	about	the	slang?	Too	much?			

2.7						Does	the	shift	in	point	of	view	work?	
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3.	 Structure	and	Style:	

3.1	 Does	the	book	seem	balanced?	

3.2	 What	do	you	think	about	the	plot?	

3.3	 What	do	you	think	about	the	other	themes?	

3.4	 What	do	you	think	of	the	chapter	sizes	and	titles?		

3.5	 Does	the	voice	and	style	of	writing	fit	the	genre	of	the	book?	

3.6	 Was	the	....	map/image,	etc.	in	the	first	chapter	interesting	and/or	helpful?	

	

	

4.	 Writing:	

4.1	 What	do	you	like	or	not	like	about	the	opening?	

4.2	 Were	the	first	paragraphs,	first	page	and	first	chapter	compelling?		Were	you	

hooked?	

4.3	 Did	the	first	few	chapters	keep	you	interested	and	engaged?	

4.4	 What	do	you	think	of	....	and	.....	as	characters?	

4.5	 How	was	the	relation	between	.....and	....?	

4.6	 How	was	the	relation	between	.....	and	.....?	

4.7	 Were	you	able	to	relate	to	all	of	the	characters?	

4.8	 What	aspects	of	the	main	character	make	her/him	likable	and	unlikable?	

4.9	 How	did	you	feel	when...	ended	up	with	...?	

4.10	 How	about	the	supporting	cast?	

4.11	 How	is	the	dialogue?	

4.12	 Was	there	sufficient	conflict,	tension,	and	drama?	

4.13	 How	well	did	the	book	expose	you	to	distant	places?	Did	they	seem	real?	

4.14	 How	about	the	wildlife?	(you	can	fill	your	own	word	here).	

4.15	 How	was	the	humor	in	the	book?	

4.16	 What	parts	surprised	you?	

4.17	 What	parts	emotionally	moved	you	the	most?	

4.18	 What	lines,	paragraphs,	and	scenes	did	you	like	most?	
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4.19	 Were	there	any	parts	that	were	unbelievable	or	unrealistic	or	poorly	described?	

4.20	 How	was	the	ending?	

	

5.	 Length	

5.1	 What	do	you	feel	about	the	length	of	the	book?	Is	the	length	appropriate	for	the	

story?		

5.2	 What	would	be	an	ideal	length?	Do	you	have	any	suggestions	for	changing	the	

length?	

5.3	 If	a	publisher	or	agent	were	to	require	a	shorter	book,	then	what	are	some	

sections	that	should	be	the	first	to	go?	

5.4						If	a	publisher	or	agent	wanted	a	longer	book,	what	sections	should	be	expanded?	

	

	 	 	 	 	

      Let's Write!  Let's meet at the Conference!   

	 																				You	can	find	me	here:	

	 	 	

	 Panel:		The	Novelist's	Journey			Thurs	3:15-4:45	
	 		Free	8-min	Editing:	Sign	up	Bayview	Foyer	3:15-5:45	
	 	

	

	 	

www.maryrakow.com	(editing)	 		www.thisiswhybook.com	(novel)	

     

    See you soon!! 	

	

	

(c)	Mary	Rakow,	2019													Please	do	not	reproduce	without	written	permission.	


