
Christine Conradt’s Steps for Adapting your Book into a Screenplay 
(SFWC/’Books to Screen’ session/Sat. Feb. 16/2:15 - 3:15pm)
  © Christine Conradt 2019 

ChristineConradt.com Facebook/ScreenwriterChristineConradt Twitter: @CConradt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is your story a visual 
story? (ie, “Show don’t 

tell.”) 

Yes. Does your story 
follow 1 – 2 central 

characters? 

No. Choose a 
different story. 

Yes. Does your story fit easily 
into a 3-act screenplay 

structure? 

Yes . Begin adapting this story 
into a screenplay. 

Write a 1 – 2 page synopsis of 
your book. 

Decide what the 
inciting incident is and 

underline it. 

Decide what the first act 
reversal is and underline it 

(1/4 of the way through the 
story) 

Decide what the 
mid-point is and 

underline it (1/2 way 
through the story) 

Decide what the 2nd 
act reversal is and 

underline it (3/4 of the 
way through the story) 

Decide what the climax is 
(third act) 

Decide what the coda is. 
Write it down. 

Identify your protagonist’s 
plot goal. Write it down. Identify your protagonist’s 

theme goal. Write it down. 

Identify the antagonist or 
opposing force that 

threatens your 
protagonist’s success. 

Write it down. 

Identify what your 
character learns from 

his/her journey. Write it 
down. 

Create an outline for 
your screenplay. 


